
   The Museum at The Creamery

The purpose of the Skaneateles Historical Society is to conduct and encourage historical research and to collect, preserve, and exhibit
 historical material in connection with the Town of Skaneateles.

THE SKANEATELES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER     

Jan-Feb 2016 Vol. 31, No. 1 Laurie Winship, Editor

JANUARY  PROGRAM

  Civil War Units from Skaneateles

Please join us on Tuesday, January 26 at 7:30 p.m. 
at The Museum at The Creamery to hear Tom 
Henry talk about Civil War regiments from 
Skaneateles and the battles in which they fought. 
It will also include enlistments in Auburn and 
perhaps Syracuse, as some men from Skaneateles 
enlisted in other places. Tom Henry is a well-
known historian who taught at Liverpool High 
School, SUNY Cortland, SU, and has won several 
teaching awards. He now lectures in a variety of 
places, and makes history more interesting than 
anything you heard in high school (unless you 
happened to have him as your teacher!)

Please watch for a letter being mailed out regarding

 membership renewals.

Soldiers and Sailors Monument in Lakeview 
Cemetery, dedicated in 1895 in memory of Civil 
War participants from Skaneateles.
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                                                        FEBRUARY PROGRAM

                                                                      Ben Porter

 through his naval career, and his final journey back to Skaneateles. Join us on Tuesday, February 23 at 
7:30 p.m. at The Museum at The Creamery, 28 Hannum St.

	  	  	  	  	  	  

 

       

Born in Skaneateles, trained at Annapolis and tested in the fires of  
the Civil War, Ben Porter was a truly heroic figure, but, in the words 
of  one of  his commanding officers, “brave to a fault.” Whether 
standing by his guns on Roanoke Island when every other man had 
been shot down, probing the underwater defenses in Charleston Bay 
under the cover of  darkness, assaulting Fort Sumter with a handful  
of  men, or charging North Carolina’s impregnable Fort Fisher 
carrying only a flag and a holstered pistol, Ben Porter never gave a 
thought to his personal safety, but only of  the objective to be won. 
Kihm Winship will trace Porter’s life from his childhood here 
through his naval career, and his final journey back to Skaneateles. 

Ben Porter’s signature from Mary Bartlett’s autograph book (in our collection) on 
a visit to Skaneateles, dated November 15, 1859. The quoted verse was common 
at the time.

http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
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We’re now on Facebook!
 Let us know what you’d like to see on our page! It’s under Skaneateles Historical Society.

NEW CREAMERY HOURS

Jan-June, Fri-Sat, 1-4 p.m.

Or by appointment

Please note we are now open on Saturdays
throughout the year!

Winterfest Hours
Friday, Jan. 29, 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 30, 12-4 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 31, 1-4 p.m.

See our Ice Cutting exhibit, warm up while 
touring our buildings, and shop in the Gift Shop!

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM
Do you shop at Amazon? If  so, they have a program that donates a percentage of  all eligible 
sales to a charity of  your choice. The Skaneateles Historical Society is now participating, so 
all you have to do is go to:                           
                                       http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7339639

and shop as usual. No cost to you, a benefit to us--what a great deal! Give it a try!

IRA Charitable Rollover Benefits 
Donors and Charities

 There is good news for the Skaneateles Historical Society and our friends who are 70½ years of  age 
or older. As part of  the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of  2015, President Obama 
recently signed into law legislation that makes permanent the IRA Charitable Rollover.
 
The IRA Charitable Rollover allows taxpayers who are 70½ years of  age or older to make tax-free 
charitable gifts of  up to $100,000 per year directly from their Individual Retirement Accounts to 
eligible charities, including the Skaneateles Historical Society. The transfer of  funds is free of  federal 
income tax and qualifies as  the donor's annual required minimum distribution (RMD). Donations 
must be received directly from the IRA administrator to the Skaneateles Historical Society to qualify.

The IRA Charitable Rollover offers donors the opportunity to reduce their taxable income and 
benefit the Historical Society at the same time!
 
Please contact your IRA administrator or financial advisor regarding how the IRA charitable rollover 
applies to you.

http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7339639
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7339639
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Postal History items, including stamp-less envelopes from 1846 & 1850

Etched glass sign from Kopp Glass Grinding

Tool used for laying railroad trackBrass door plate

Brass door plate from Tucker-Krebs Co.

Soapstone foot warmer

     

A Grebe

— From Another Book for Old Bird 
Watchers but Not Too Old, with 
Woodcuts from Thomas Nuttall’s 
Manual of Ornithology, 1832-34, 
and Others (1972) by Clement C. 
Sawtell, the nephew of E. Reuel 
Smith.

The old Skaneateles Savings Bank, circa 1895. It is now M&T, after undergoing 
a number of name changes.. The store to the right is G. B. Hardwood, whose 
bill heading from 1899 states “Manufacturer of and dealer in all kinds of 
Harness, Trunks, Whips, Robes, Blankets, Brushes.”
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 THE MARBLE MAN
by Jorge Batlle, Village Historian and Beth Batlle, Town Historican

Did you know that there was a marble company in Skaneateles? The proprietor was Orson Young, who was born 
in Danby, Vermont in 1823. He was married in 1849 to Helen (Stiles) of  Arlington, Vermont and they had one 
daughter, Mary. 

The family moved to Skaneateles in 1851. The 1856 Census records indicates that they lived on West Elizabeth 
Street. The 1875 Census shows that they moved to 38 West Genesee Street, the present home and office of  
dentist Dr. Carlile.  The Census also shows that the Youngs had a servant.

The Skaneateles Marble Works was located in a small wooden building on the northwest corner of  East Genesee 
Street and State Street (where the M&T Bank is now located).  He was a skilled craftsman, conducting the 
business for 36 years.  Mr. Young enjoyed the esteem and friendship of  everyone with whom he came in contact. 
He was respected by all, and possessed a mild and pleasant disposition; he made no enemies. Mr. Young was a 
Trustee of  the Methodist church and a commissioner of  Lake View Cemetery from March 13, 1892 to his death 
in October of  that year.

Death was from cancer, according to his October 19, 1892 obituary. His funeral was held at his home on West 
Genesee Street and he is buried in Lake View Cemetery. Ironically his grave marker is of  granite, not marble.

Municipal historians receive some interesting requests for information on buildings, artifacts and  personal 
histories. A recent call was from a SCUBA diver asking about information on a sunken boat on the west side of  
Skaneateles Lake. She said that this boat had some marble-like spheres with "Skaneateles Marble Company" on 
them.

The engraving on the marble of  "Skaneateles Marble Company"  sent the Historians to the on-line source called 
"Fulton History."  There an ad from 1857 appeared for the "Skaneateles Marble Works."  It touted the receiving 
of  large assortments of  marble from the quarries in Vermont.  It goes on to say that the company makes 
monuments, head stones and fence posts "furnished to order."

http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY                          PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESSES

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Financial Planning ● Retirement ● Investments ● Insurance
D. William Winkelman, CFP®   Financial Advisor
35 Fennell Street Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-1959

THE ATHENAEUM OF SKANEATELES
Enhancing the life experience of  our seniors
150 East Genesee St. Skaneateles NY 13152
(315) 685-1400
www.athenaeumseniorliving.com

CNY MOBILE WEB
mobile-friendly websites * social media marketing
Christine Briel
315-378-7317
christine@cnymobileweb.com

COMMUNITY BANK, NA
Desiree Murphy, AVP
www.communitybankna.com
1 East Genesee Street Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-8324

DAVID BEAN’S HANDYWORK, LLC
Residential/Commercial
Siding, Carpentry, Windows, Snowplowing, & Brush Hogging
3816 Highland Ave. PO Box 348
Skaneateles, NY 13152
Beanjt3@roadrunner.com
(315) 391-0757

DAVID LEE & COMPANY
Fine Building & Restoration
1741 Pork St.
Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-8419
www.dleeco.com

DELMONICO INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Home, Life, Marine, Business Insurance
www.DelmonicoInsurance.com
39 Jordan Street Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-8921

DOUG’S FISH FRY
“No trip to Skaneateles is complete without Doug’s Fish Fry”
www.dougsfishfry.com
8 Jordan St. Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-3288

ROBERT O. EGGLESTON, ARCHITECT
Residential, Light Commercial Zoning
1391 East Genesee Street Skaneateles, NY 13152
Bob@ROEggleston.com 
(315) 685-8144

FINGER LAKES MECHANICAL
Plumbing ● Heating ● Water Filtration
Mike Foote, Owner
troutdiver@verizon.net
(315) 685-3297
 

GRAY HOUSE
47 Jordan St
Gray-House.com
(315) 685-0131

LAKE HOUSE PUB
Lunch ● Dinner ● Drinks ● Live Entertainment
www.lakehousepub.com
6 West Genesee St. Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 554-8194

LEO’S BODY SHOP
Celebrating over 45 years – Auto Body Repair
Commercial Fabrication – Steel – In shop & Portable Welding
804 West Genesee Street Rd. Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-5968

http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
mailto:skaneateleshistoricalsociety@verizon.net
http://www.athenaeumseniorliving.com
http://www.athenaeumseniorliving.com
http://christine@cnymobileweb.com
http://christine@cnymobileweb.com
http://www.communitybankna.com
http://www.communitybankna.com
http://www.dleeco.com
http://www.dleeco.com
http://www.DelmonicoInsurance.com
http://www.DelmonicoInsurance.com
http://www.dougsfishfry.com
http://www.dougsfishfry.com
mailto:Bob@ROEggleston.com
mailto:Bob@ROEggleston.com
mailto:troutdiver@verizon.net
mailto:troutdiver@verizon.net
http://lgray-house.com
http://lgray-house.com
http://www.lakehousepub.com
http://www.lakehousepub.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY                         PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESSES

MILFORD, LYNCH & SHANNON –
J. RICHARD LYNCH
Over 70 years in the General Practice of  Law with an emphasis 
on Estate Planning, Real Estate and Business Transactional 
Law. 
2-4 Fennell St., Skaneateles, NY 13152-0047
jrl@jrlattorneys.com
(315) 685-3416 

JANICE M. MILLER, ARCHITECT
Residential & Light Commercial 
4357 Jordan Road Skaneateles, NY 13152
jmillerarch@verizon.net 
(315) 685-0641

MOTTVILLE CONSIGNMENT & EMPORIUM
873 Crow Hill Rd.
Mottville, NY 13119
(315) 685-1696

REBOUND SPORTS AND ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL 
THERAPY, PC
37 South Street, Marcellus, NY 13108
(315) 673-1007
Hours: MW 7-7, TTH 8-8, F 7-6
www.reboundpt.webs.com

SKANEATELES CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE
Over a quarter century of  service to our community.
David Petters, D.C.
1342 New Seneca Turnpike Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-0710

THE UPS STORE
Providing shipping, copying, printing, packaging and other 
services
store5367@theupsstore.com
27 Fennell St. Suite B Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-0155

UPSTATE TEMPERATURE CONTROL, INC. 
HVAC and Energy Management Services
Joseph Spalding, Bill Spalding, and Peter Brillo
110 East Lake Road Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-6937

VALENTINE’S PIZZA & DELI
“Across From Gazebo”
18 W. Genesee St 
Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-8804

WEST LAKE CONSERVATORS	
Preservation of  Art and Historic Artifacts, Paintings, Paper, 
Frames, Murals, Textiles, and Photographs
www.westlakeconservators.com
P.O. Box 45 Skaneateles, NY 13152
(315) 685-8534

BOARD MEMBERS: President, David Bates; V-P, Bill Stinson; Secretary, Mona Smalley; Corresponding Secretary, Karen Lengyel; 
Treasurer, Betsy Foote; Town Historian, Beth Batlle; Village Historian, Jorge Batlle; Members-at-large, Dan Bangs, Julie DiBagio, Doug 
Hamlin, David Miller, Karlene Miller, Barbara Patrick, Joseph Spalding, Susan Spalding, Lewis Wellington, Richard Whalen
MUSEUM DIRECTOR: Laurie Winship

http://www.skaneateleshistoricalsociety.org
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