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FEBRUARY 3: ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Our "January" meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 3, when
the Reverend Robert de Wetter, pastor of St. James Episcopal
Church, will host the first program of the year. He will be
joined by Kihm Winship, a member of the congregation for many
yvears and an ardent history buff, researcher, and writer. The
program will focus on the history of St. James, its notable
congregants through the years, including many of the founders
and early settlers of the community, as well as the history

of the beautiful limestone building overlooking the lake.
Please join us on February 3, at 7:30, in the upper parish hall
for this instructive and entertaining program that will include
a tour of the sanctuary.

FEBRUARY 24: HISTORY OF NATIVE AMERICANS IN SKANEATELES

David Laxton acquired his keen interest in and curiosity about
the earliest local residents of Skaneateles from his father,

Ken. As a child, Dave learned about the history of Native
Americans in the area and helped his father with his collections
of fossils and artifacts, including arrowheads, mortars and
pestles, and ceremonial pipes. One of the most unusual pieces

he has in his collection is an ancient fossilized turtle.

Laxton, a life-long Skaneateles resident, will share his interest
and knowledge about local Native American history at the February
24th meeting. Please join us to see his collections of fossils
and artifacts and to hear his fascinating presentation. The
meeting will begin at 7:30 at the Creamery.

The purpose of the Skaneateles Historical Society is to conduct and encourage histqrica.l research
and to collect, preserve, and exhibit historical material in connection with the Town of Skaneateles.




MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

January i§ renewal month. Please fill out the blank on page 5
and send it in with your membership dues. Still only $10!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Several people answered our request for volunteer painters,
as/when we can use them in the museum expansion. We welcome
any others who would like to lend their hands; just call the
Creamery (685-1360) and leave your name.

CREAMERY PARKING DURING CONSTRUCTION

While the construction continues, parking at the Creamery is
difficult if not impossible. When you come on a Friday to visit
the museum or to do research or to a Tuesday night meeting,

plan to park in the public lot in front of the old fire house.

MUSEUM EXPANSION UPDATE Bent Thomsen, Construction Committee
Member

Construction of our expansion has been moving at a good pace
since you received the November/December 2008 newsletter. All
foundations and foundation walls are completed and backfilled.
Underground electric and gas feeds have been routed from the
Creamery to the boiler plant. Framing of the wing connecting

the boiler plant to the Creamery is near completion as is the
framing of the archival addition at the northeast corner of

the Creamery. Working inside temporary enclosures with temporary
heat, the masonry crew is getting close to completing replacement
and restoration of the brick facing of the boiler plant. The
photos on the adjoining page depict the status of the project

in January 2009, and progress photos are being posted on our

web site on an ongoing basis.

As soon as all roof construction is complete and all areas are
enclosed, the attention will shift to the interior of the
archival addition, with the goal of having that totally completed
and ready for occupancy sometime during the spring of 2009.

After that, work will proceed to finish the boiler plant. The
target date for completing that and the connecting wing will
depend on the success of our fundraising efforts. As of this
writing, we are $164,000 short of our $700,000 goal. We are
grateful that donations are still arriving in spite of the tough
economic climate. We are hopeful that ongoing work pursuing
grants from foundations, combined with the generosity of our
community, will bring us over the top without having to suspend



Top left:
The Archival Addition ( The Icehouse) at the
northeast corner of the Creamery.

Top right:
Inside the Archival Addition looking north.

Middle left:
The Connecting Wing seen from Hannum
Street.

Middle right:
Inside the Connecting Wing looking north.

Bottom:
The Boiler House brick facing under
restoration,



COMMODORE PERRY VISITS SKANEATELES Beth Batlle, Town Historian

In the early years of Skaneateles, when the community was still
a part of Marcellus, men would often stop in at a local tavern
at day's end. A pint of ale provided welcome relief from the
difficulties of life that men faced in those days. It was also
here that men socialized, and where, lacking newspapers, they
picked up the news of the outside world brought in by travelers
arriving by horseback or coming in on the stage coach.

So, when, in the fall of 1813, a fine-looking, modest young

man strode in, seeking lodging for the night, the local men
eagerly looked to him for news, especially of how the battle
with the British might be progressing. The young man said he
had nothing new to report and took a seat for supper at a table
in the corner of the room.However, after one enterprising man
slipped out and found the initials "O.H.P. Lake Erie" branded
on the traveler's saddlebags, the men all suspected that the
young man was Commodore Perry of the battle of Lake Erie, the
hero about whom the people never seemed to tire of talking.

In September of 1813, Captain Oliver Hazard Perry, with his
fleet of nine vessels, had confronted six British ships. When
his flagship, the Lawrence, was damaged, Perry simply rowed
over to the Niagara, where he passed through the enemy lines
with guns blazing, and forced the British to surrender. Perry
reported his victory with his famous words, "We have met the
enemy, and they are ours." Now that the Americans had control
of Lake Erie, the British evacuated Detroit and retreated into
Canada.

The men in the tavern contained their excitement until after

he had eaten, then confronted the stranger, who confessed that
he was indeed Perry. A chair was placed for him in the middle
of the floor, and everyone began to bombard him with guestions.
Finally, a motion was made that only one person at a time would
question the Commodore and that he and all the rest should take
off their hats. Then the interview began.

The next morning, after. breakfast, the Commodore bade them all
goodbye, promised to stop by again, and mounted his horse to
continue his journey. Seven or eight young men started out
with him, hoping to learn more. When they came to Marcellus
they told him that if he would stop and have one drink with
them, they would return home. He agreed to this providing they
would not tell anyone who he was.

So they all stopped and took a drink at the tavern. Then the
Commodore shook hands with them and started again on his way.
As they mounted their horses to return to Skaneateles, the men
watched their new friend as he cantered up the east hill.

By now the Marcellus people were quite curious about the stranger
and asked who he was. The young men replied that he was Commodore
Perry and that he was on his way to Washington. The Marcellus
people became so angry at the men for not telling them before
that they threatened them with bodily harm. The young men
quickly galloped away, glad to be out of there and on their

way home. Thus ended Commodore Perry's visit to Skaneateles.
Editor's note: Beth read of this visit in Humphryes's diaries.

Although Humphryes does not identify the tavern, Beth thinks
it has to have been on the site of either the present Sherwood
Inn or the savings bank. '



WHO'S WHO ON THE SOCIETY BOARD

Karlene Miller President

Kathy Kane Vice-president

Mona Smalley Recording Secretary
Sally Holben Corresponding Secretary
Joan Thomsen Treasurer

David Bates Member

Beth Batlle Town Historian

Pat Blackler Village Historian
Margaret Chase Member

David Miller Member

Judy Morrissey Member

Sue Spalding Member

Ken Wooster Member

Laurie Winship Creamery Director (non-voting)

Board members also are members of or head various committees:
Karlene and Joan are on the museum expansion steering committee;
Kathy Kane arranges our monthly programs and helps with
exhibitions; Mona handles tours of the Creamery by visiting :
groups; Sally edits the newsletter; Dave Bates is our membership
chair; he and David Miller handle building and grounds matters;
Margaret Chase is on the refreshment and exhibition committees;
Judy is on the refreshment committee; Sue handles accessions;
Ken Wooster is our web site man; and Beth and Pat are constantlv
researching and answering questions. Laurie is at the Creamery
every day from 1 to 4, supervising the general running of the
Creamery as well as the care and organization of the museum
collection. She also has been compiling an inventory of all
resources, including print, artifacts, and computer data bases.
In addition, everyone (including available spouses) turns to,
when there is the need for a lot of helping hands.

ORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP DUES -- ONLY $10 PER PERSON PER YEAR!
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